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STR, 
E | HE Account which you recciv'd in the Country of 
Dr. B *s Refuſal of the Biſhoprick of Bath and Wells, 

hath not perhaps occaſioned a greater Taik, and lou- 
der Noi/e with you, than the ſevere Cenſures and Refietions on 
him have here for ſuch his Refuſal ; and the Noiſe is not a little 
increaſed by a Pemphlet newly come our under the Stamp of 
Authority. In which the Author bas given perhaps no leſs an 
wnhbappy Amuſement, to which a wiſe Man, who had well /conſidered 
Conſequences, would not have given the Occaſim. For why muſt 
Dr. B-——— be fo ſeverely Cenſur'd and Reflefted on for re- 
fuſing a Biſhoprick ? Is he not ſus Furs, at his own diſpoſe ? Has 
ke'not the Liberty -of his Will? May he not a@ and govern 
himſelf, in inſtances of Choice or Refuſal, according to his own 
Inclination ? Is the refuſing of a Biſhoprick ſuch an unpardon- 
able.Crime, and of ſuch dangerous and fatal Conſequence, that 
ut ſhakes and diſturbs the Governmenc, and threatens to over- 


A 2 throw 


(>) 
throw it, and wnſettle the Minds of Men? Was a Biſhoprick never 
refus'd before? Are there no Initances of it in former Reigns ? 
Were there not ſome that refu®4 Biſhopricks in the Reigns of 
King Charles and King Fames, ant yet little Notice taken of it, 
and no Fears entertain'd of any milchiew"us Effefs conſequent 
to ſuch a Refuſal ? And wpat, p3i[Gheuares F jfefts ſhould our Au- 
thor be apprehenſive of now; upon the Doct»r's Refulal, unleſs 
ſuch as the' Gentlemen of the High-way, who have taken a 
Purſe, are jealous of from bnE of Fir Fellows, who ſullenly 
refuſes his ſhare of the Divzdd ; whom therefore they are 
juſtly angry with, ſuſpeCting that he will betray *em, and be 
an Inſtrument to reſtore the Plunder to the good Man, promi- 
ſing himſelf a Pardon for that piece of Jultice, and efteCtual 
Repentance ? ; 

Our Author tells us, Pag, 2. be can caſily apprehend ſeveral Rea- 
ſons which might move wiſe and good Men rather to chuſe an Eccle- 
{inſtical Preferment, void by Death or Ceſſion, than by Deprivation. 
And why will he not allow Dr. B to be one of thoſe 2/2 
and good Men, whoſe Head perhaps is as clear, and his Eycs 
as open to apprehend thoſe Reaſons ? 

But, it ſeems, owr preſent Circumſtances are ſuch, as ought to gwer- 
rule all Nicetres :.e. to go through Stitch with the Work, 
Right or Wrong ; to go on, to preſs forward through Thick 
and Thin, over Shoes, over Boots; to Curb the Struggles of 
the reluctant Mind, and ſence the upbraiding Clamours ard 
Crys of Conſcience, which mult not be ſo rade and unmanner- 
ly as not to give PlaCe, in our Circumſtances, to the louder Voice, 
and more prevalent Arguments of Intere{# : The Miſchiefs of ſuch 
a Refuſal being [o entolerable, as nothing can excuſe, much leſs juſtifie 
it, but the abſolute Uniawfuineſs of ſucceedmg mm ſuch Preferments, 
while the Deprived Biſhop {ves.- 

And what if the Doctor 1s convinced of the Unlawfulneſs of it, 
chat I hope may excuſe, if not juſtifie, his Refuſal. Which though 
our Author thinks wery odd for :hem to pretend, who have ſubmuted 
to the preſent Gryernment, yet perhaps the Dottor is of another 
Opinian, Who, it may be, is not fo thorough-pac'd and zealous 

a Confor- 
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a Conformiſt, as implicitly to ſubſcribe to, and comply with 
whatſoever the preſent Governounrs ſhall command and direct. 

And then our Author advances, Pag. 3. to conſider the firſt [ort 
of Realons ; Which yet, he ſays, are no Reaſons in our Circumſt an- 
ces ;. e. fay what you will, and offer what Reafons you 
can, they are all unreaſonable in compariſon of the great Rea- 
ſon, and Argument of Itereſf ; Which to ſubmit to now, 7 or 
Circumſtances, there 1s an abſolute and indiſpenſable NEC E S- 
SITY; the great and mighty Argument, and BURDEN of 
the famous PASTORAL, tur'd ad uſum $S ARU M. 

As to the firſt, ſays he, it may ſo happen, that the Per/om deprived, 
and the Perſon to be promoted, have been old and intimate Friends ; 
and this may grate hard upen the Perſon to be promoted, to ſucceed wn 


| 


the Chair of one whom. he !owes, 2whoſe Misfertunes be pities,&6. 

This is juſt like the Cafe of an O/rverian Sequeſtratory, who 
came to enter upon the Eſtate of his old and imtimate Friend, 
which he enter*'d on with ſome Reluttarcy and Corcern; I: gra- 
ted hard upon him to (equeitcr the Eſtate of one bow be lewd, 
whole = ala he pied, whom he prea! ; walued for hy o:her many 
good Lnaltes But he 1s a Malignant, and therefore muſt 
be ſequeſtred. Mw, fays the Sequeitrator, if ro refuſe ſuch an 
Eſtate, or Preferment, coula keep my Friend poſſeſſed of it, there were 
ſome ſenſe m this; but I know mo other caſe, whereen *tis thuught a 
breach of Friendſhip to ſucceed @ Friend in an Eſtate or Preferment 
which be has loſt, and which the Law lays xs not, and ſhall not be 
bis, when there is no foul play in ſupplanting him, any more than to 
ſucceed a dead Friend : Friendſhip 1s /o far from being any Reaſon 
apainſt it, that it ſhould make it deſirable to both ; to one, That his 
Friend might get what he bas (oſt ; to the ether, That he may have op- 
portunity, if there be occaſi'n for it, to make his Friend's Misfortune 
more eaſy than a Stravg'y would do. Which 1s juſt like the Apology 
that the more civil, better natur*'d Thief makes for raking the 
go0d Mary's Purſe, who, he tells you, might have fallen into 
the hands of an ungenteeler Robber, whoſperhaps would have 
dealt roughly and rudely with him, and have made his A4zs- 


fortune ſo much the more wneaſy. 
But 


(4) 

\ But our Author demands, Pag. 5. If Friendſhip be no Objeftvon, 
what ſhould hinder any Man from, taking a Preferment which another 
is Legally deprived of ? For, ſays he, I muſt take the Legality of it 
for granted now, and argue upon that Suppoſitios. But he takes 
chat for granted which 1s diſputed, and that by not a few of the 
Sw:arers themſelves, who, I believe, are not fatished in all Points 
as to the Juſtice and Legality |of the Revolution, and all Things 
that are done in it. Whart elſe is the meaning of the Proteſt ation 
£ which ſtands yet -upon Record ) of ſome of the Members of 
the Convention againſt the Vacancy, who might as well and as 
juſtly proteſt againſt the Vacapcy of the Epyſcopal, as that of the 
Royal! Throne, each being made and declar'd Vacant by the ſame 
Authority. If the Proccedings were thought Legal, why was 
the Word Rightfu! in the firſt Draught of the new Oath of Alle- 
giance ſo violently oppos'd, and at laſt razed out ? If the New 
King was not Rightfn, King, be was not Legally King, and there- 
fore an Uſurper ; and contequently all that was done by his Au- 
rhority, and the Authority of the Convention that made him King, 
is illegal. Jf they were thoroughly convinc'd of the Legality of 
the Revolution, why did {Oo many, who have taken the New Oaths, 
refuſe to take them in che Senſe of the Impoſers, but their own, 
and invent New Saivoes to quiet their ſtruggling and reluctant 
Conſciences ? Some declaring, that they took the Oath only as 
an Obligaticn to ttrve peaceably ; others, with a Proviſo, that it did 
2:0: oppoſe, comraditt, or annul , the Ancient Fundamental Laws of 
this Realm : Others were drawn by the Magnerick Force, and 
influenced by the powerful Charms of that rare, new-invented 
Salvo, that ſuperftine Criric:;/-z of a certain eminent Divine, and 
eloquent Preacher in this City, (than which the ſubtle, moſt 
Ariftoteletotical Thomas Aquinas himſelf could not have invented a 
better) vis. That the taking the New Oath is only a temporary 
Suſpenſion of Allegiance to King F AMES ; to wb.m, when he re- 
wrns, we might warrantably return 10 our Duty and i:31ance, A 
ſmooth and lucky Vehicle, which temptcd not a few young Ec- 
cleſiaſticks to (wallow the bitter Pill. So that the Legality 
of the Revolution, and conſequently of the Deprivation, being 
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queſtion'd and diſprov'd, our Author proceeds upon a wrong 


Hypotheſis ; and has little Reaſon to blame Dr. B— for 
refuſing a Preferment, which co take, being evorher”'s, is utter'y 
unlawful. 

But there is a more material Conſideration, ſays our Authoy, pag.6. | 
which may influence prudent and cautious Men, who are well preferred 
already. - The Experience of the Revulutzon im 1660. bath taught them 
bow dangeroas it may be im caſe ſuch a Revolution ſhould happen,: to 
change thejr old Preferments for new ones, which may be challenged 
apam by their old Proprietors, And why is our Amber angry with 
ſuch prudent and cautious Men, who are fo tractable as to be 
willing to be taught by the woful Experience ard fad Examples 
of others, who fooliſhly unhing'd themſelves, and quitted their 
old for a precarious Title to zew Preferments, Which, currente Ro- 
t4, were juſtly challer.ged again by their o!4 Preprietors ? Why 
may they not be allowed to learn Wiſdom from the burnt Child, 
which dreads the Fire, and from the cheated Dog in the Fable, 
whoſe Folly was ſufficiently chaſtisd by ſnapping at the Sha- 
dow. 


Felix quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. 


But why does our Author ſo much dread , Why does he pur 
fo acute an Empbaſi; of Horror upon SUCH a Rewiluijon, as 
was that of 1660. which every 29th. of May, the Anniverſary 
Commemoration of it, does bleſs; and all Generations ſhall call 
it bleſſed : It being a Revolution which brought many incitimable 
Bleſlings with it : Which ſtanch'd the Flux of Blood, clos'd our 
ghaſtly gaping Wounds, and heald our Breaches, and put an 
End to our miſerable Confuſions, and the Grea? Rebellion : Which 
crown'd us with the deſirable, long wiſh'd for Bleſſings of 
Peace and Plenty ; and reſtor*'d to every Man his Right; to the 
Kimg his Crown and Royal Dignity, to the Church her Revenues 
rae | Liturgy, to the Srare the courſe of Juſtice and Deliverance 
from Slavery, to the poor oppreſſed, ſequeſtred, Loyal Erngiiſh 
Subjef his Liberty and Property, and to theſe diſtraffed Nations 
a bappy Settlement, and an opulent Proſperity ; 4 _ 

whe 
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which was not like the ®breaking in of the Sea to overthrow our Flu- 


E With ſuch 
mvridious Cha- .. RTE | ; ; 
racters there es, and Cauſe us ro periſh |with ewy Nerwhvours ; but like the ſoft 


we:e not wan- and gentle Dew, or joyful Rain-to the parc'icd Earth, to refreſh 
L1n;! lome,like and comfort it. And why tho 1d our Auth:r be fo much afrard 
our Autnorito of, and fo vehemently deprecite SUCH a Revolution ; unleſs 


dilgrace, to »1 k: 19.1 : 7 
. 3 Li 4 = | $ » » 
od he he has chany'd his O/a Prefermnts for New ones, Which he may 


b:ighter juſtly fear will be challenged ag tm by thuy 0.4 Proprieters ? 
Dawn of that I am confident were the Generaiity of the Engliſh Subjects 
Þappy Revo ( how much ſoever they are prejudic'd now, being too apt to 
"ONS "© be blinded by the Vapours of intoxicating Fears and Fealonſies ) 
chats the ſatishzd that another would prove $S UCH a Rewolution , as 
Minds o: *4-n, Was that of 1660. ( which they have the leſs Cauſe to fear, 
conſidering that the Perſon to be reſtored is not a cruel bloody 
tro, or Diccletian, but a Branch of the forgrumsg Race, relate 
co the Royal Martyr, and Charles the Mercifal, and an Englih-mas 
born; to which may be added the ſignal Inſtances of his Cle- 
mency and forbearing Mercy in Ireland ( to the great diſguſt 
and diſſatisfattion of the French Generals) when he might have 
taken ( in all likclihood, fucce!+ful ) Advantage over the Eng/:ſh; 
Army, when in a ſick, and weak, and languid State; whom 
he pitied, as a true Father of his Country ) I am confident, I 
ſay, that from SUCH a Revolutim they wouid not make it 
cheir Litany, Libera nos Domine , or Cry out in a Fright, at the 
apprehenſion of it, in the Language of our Author, If there ever 
be SUCH a Revolution, Cc. God te merciful to this miſerable Ng. 
£100. 

But our Author makes a lamentable Complainr, Pag 9. What 
an unpardonable Scandal Dr. Þ———s Refu/al hath given 60th to 
the Enemies and the Friends of the Government. W:ich, by the 
Way, 1s no very good Argument of tne Gooyneſs of it, and no 
very lucky Omen Or Propmuſtick of 1t+ Srability or Crotmmnance : In 
as much as'in former Rezgns the ike Refuſal has not civen 
ſuch a Scandal, as our Author ſpeaks of Which docs nor natu- 
rally and neccllarily owe it felt to the DoGor's Retital, though 
accidentally and occationally it may, bur to the tick, and l-mz, 
and tottering State of the Government, Which really is neil op 
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made better nor worſe, neither ſtrengthened nor weakened by 
the Do#ors Refuſal. But his refuſing to be made fo eminent a 
Member of it, and that either out of Fear, or Conſcience, or 
both, my accidentally ſuggeit R-fletions upon the Srabiliry or 
Authority of it. And if this confirms the Enemies of the Govern- 
ent in their Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs to ſubmit to it, and weakens 
the hands of Friends, and makes them cautious of embarking m a (ink- 
612 Intereſt, and fills ther with new TFealcuſies of the Lawſuints of it, 
Wlo Can heip it, whom may we thank for it? Nor the Dr-&or, 
but the Badne/s of the Cauſe, which as the Do#or”s Refuſal could 
not make worle, ſo his Compliance cannot make better. 

In the next Paragraph, Pag. 10. we find our Auth.y in a great 
Fright, dreading what might be the fatal Con/eauence of ſuch a Mij= 
Carriage as this both ro Church and State : 1.e. | preſume leatt it 
ſhould tempr and provoke the new Governors to alter the Con- 
ſticution of the Church, ,and ſet up Presbytery. But then pre- 
ſently his Fears vaniſh, being perſuaded of the good Inclinations of 
their Majeſties to the Church of England ; of which indeed they 
bave given a {ſignal Evidence by their wonderful kindneſs ro the 
Epiſcopal Members of the Church of Scotland. But this our Au- 
thr's Eyzs are not yet open to lee, being blinded and tranſpor- 
ted wirh ſome of that extatick Zeal and pood Affection, which his 
wiſer Men ( Pag 11.) are inſpired with, which perhaps was.the 
Cauſe of that unmannerly Eftore, that inſtance of Rudeneſs and 
Folly in him, of calling the Do&or Fool , which z the ſofteÞ$ 
Name that his good Breeding could bettow upon him, which 
I am apt to think was a little too rude treating of ſo Reverend a 
Perſon, whom the Government thought worthy of ſo high a 
CharaQ:r, bad he not been too ſelf-denying to accept of it. 

He then proceeds in the next Paragraph, Pag. 11, 12. to his 
Concluſion from the Premitles. This, ſays he, plainly proves, that 
ſuppolirg it Lawful to have taken the Piſhoprick, no ather Conſiderg- 
2100 whatſoever can yuſtity the Refuſal in our Circumſtances if 
then, according to his own Argument, it be uniuwtn], or if the 
Dottor thought ict ſo, his Ref/al is juſtifiable. Bur he Arows 
\ wot box ro ſuppoſe that the Doctor could think us unlawful. Wi = 
| 5 tas 
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that lie could not do, he endeavours to prove by two Ar- 
guments. | 

The fiſt is drawn from the Doors Submiflion to the Govern« 
ment, and taking, the Oaths of Allegiance 2s early as any Man, and 
never that our Author heard bad the leaft Scruple about it. (Pay.12 ) 
Perhaps the Doctor took the Oath as lome of che Kenriſh Clergy 
ro00k 1t 4. e. as the 1ſroites did eat Manna, to keep *em from 
ſearving. Bur perhaps the Dottor repents, and ſees his Error, 
and 1s torry for waar he has done, and therefore as a true Penti- 
tent, will not add Sin to Sin. And though he took the new Oath 
of Allegiance, and that perhaps a lirtie roo precipitantly, yer he 
will not Rob, or Steal, nor commit Sacriledge. But our Author 
is very uncharitable, and will allow no place for Repentance, 
thongh, as E/av, a Man ſeek « carefully wrh Tears. For, lays he, 
this was the time to have been Scrupulous, if he winld bave been [0 
for it ſeems a little of the lateſt, when be us become a ſworn Subje(t 
jo K. William and £2. Mary to queſtion their Aukortty to make a 
5.7-p. Bur if true Repentance be not too lare with God, I 
know not why Man ſhould account ur lo. 

His ſecond Argument 18 drawn, Pay. 12. from the Dofor's 


1s able ro do: Though at the hrit fight it appears to any one 
th:tis not fo Well versd and learned in the Canon Law, that 
to -x&rcife Arch Epiſcopal Authority, when the Arch-Biſhop's haiids 
were tycd up, and Could not do it himſelf, is a lefs Fannie than 
to enter, pleno fure, upon the Right and Polleſſion of a Biſhop, 
unjuſt'y deprived, and ieile, and enjoy toe Reycnues of his 
See. 


Bue 
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.- But I cannot but obſerve how induſtriouſly and maliciouſly 
our Author ( like the Great Abaddm ) endeavours to keep 
the poor Dettor from Repentance, by ſhewing and expoſing 
the Ablurdity and Unreaſonableneſs of his Refuſal, ſrom this 
Corſideration, That he has plung'd bimiſclt ſo deeply in one 
A_Lt after another, in comphance with the Government , 
(which is ſupposd to confirm his Opinion of the Lawtulnels 
of it) that he cannot now Stop, but muit go on ad Finems 
u/que, Alas ! what a Dilemma do Mun bring vpon them- 
{eives, When they go our of God's Way, and leave fhe Paths 
of Truth, Fuſtice, and Righteouſneſs ! He that makes one falte 
Step, Knows not Whither he may wandeg. He that pre- 


ſumpruouſly commits one Error, knows not when, or where 
he ſhall end. 


Uno Abſ/urdo dato ſequuntur Mille. 


But this is the Sinner's Comfort amidſt the frightful View of 
his repeated Acts of Sin, that ſincere Repentance Will expiate 
for his greateſt Errors, reſolving, If 1 have done Evil, I will 
a) ſo no more. 

Thus our Aathor having endeavour'd to prove that the 
Dettor could not think it unlawful to take the Biſhoprick ; He 
tells us, Pag. 14. What the Peoples Sentiments are of his 
Refuſal : Which, ſays he, after an appearing ferwaraneſs to take 
it, hath tempted People to thmk, that he judges it unlawful. Ard 
if they do ſo, our Author has put a very fine Argument in 
their Mouths by an eaſy Train of necellary Conſequences 
( wherein he ſpeaks great Truths, perhaps againit bis Will ) 
which may be more diflerviceable to the Gewernment than he 
is aware of; the barc Recital of which will be enough with- 
out a Comment. 

If, ſays he, (Pag. 15.) it be wnlawfal ( and perhaps not 
orly the Do&cr, but others beſides lum think ſo) 19 ſucceed 4 
d: prived Fiſhop, then ke 15 rhe Eiſhop of the Dioceſe ſtill ; and then 
ve Law that deprives him 1s no Law, and cen.eouemtly the King 
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und Parliament, that made that Law, no King nor Parlianitnt we 
Which indeed fome have been ſo bold to queſtion, thinking 
it hardly poſſible that that can be a /awfal Kmg, who was 
made fo by the Peeple; or that a lawful Parlammt, which 
Was Cut out of a Comvertion, not {ummon'd by the King's 
Writs, but made a Parkament Ly the celebrated Miracle of 
Tranſubſtantiatzn. A true Jelt perhaps. But 


Ridentem dicere Verum 
Ouzs wetat © 


But to go on with his admirable Train of Deduttions, 
(Pig. 15.) If, ſays he, the depreved Biſhop be the only lawful 
Biſhop, then the People and Clergy of his Dioceſe are bound 10 own 
bim and. no oth ; then all the Biſhops who own the Authority of a 
New Arch-Biſhop, and live m Communion with him, are Schiſ- 
maiicks ; and the Clergy, who Itrue m Communion with Schi[mas- 
tical Biſhop?, are Schi/maticks them/elyes; and the whole Church 
of England now Eitabliſhed by | the New | Law 1s Schi/ms- 
zical, and Dr. P——— himſelf a Schilmatick, if he communicate 
wwith it. And thus we have no Church, or only a Sch1ſmatical 
Church, as well as no King ;, and all that Dr. B——— has pot 
by refuſing a Biſluprick, 1s to prove himſelf a Schiſmatick, if | he 
Irs in Communion ; or to make a Schiſm, if he Separate from 
s,—— Jhe laft Branch of his DisjunCtion I deny : For 
thoigh Dr. B——— proves himfelf a Schi/marick, if bs live 
in Comminion With a Schiſmatical Church, yet he docs not 
mike a S$:hi/m by ſeparating from it. For he makes the 
Schiſm, who makes the Terms of Communion unlawful. 
And, by the wav, if all 1s true in this Train of Conſeqttenczs, 
renter our Author, | hope, nor his ſwearing Brethren, will be 
ot: vded at, or condemn the New Separation. 

And fo I pais to his ſecond Head of Diſcourſe, Pag. 17. 
wIR. the T.awfuilneſs of the Thing ut ſelf ; which, he ſays, is [0 
evident when ſet in a clear Light that it will admit of no Di)pme 
with Men of Senſe, 

He 
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He tells us, That i a /ate Letter ſaid to be ſent to Dy, Po 
81nd now printed on the Back. fide of a [candalows Rhiming Libel 
pen his Sermon of Reſtsution, he is threatned in caſe he ſhonld ac- 
cept the Biſhoprick, with the Fate of thoſe Eccleſiaftical Schiſmati- 
cal Uurpers, Gregory and George of Cappadocia, who unjuſtly 
mwyaded the See of Alexandria wpon the depoſing of Athanaſius, 
the Orthodox Biſhop there. 

The Aniwer to this takes up the reſt of his Book, in which 
he takes a great deal of Pains ( perhaps to little purpoſe ) 
and makes many Flouriſhes, pretending to be very accurate, 
like a Man of Senſe, in dittinguiſhing, and affigning the Ditf:- 
rence between tiie Cale of Arhanafirs and that of our depri- 
wed Biſhops, in which he ſpends 13 or 14 Pages. But all 
that he ſays may be anſwer'd in a very few Words. And 
granting him, if it will do him any good, ( becauſ? I do not 
love to wrangle where there is no need ) what he ſays in his 
three firit Paragraphs, Pag.18,19,20,21. where he pretends 


ſo clearly and aCciirately to ſtate the Caſe touching the Þ- 


corporation of the Church into the State in a Chriſtian Nation and 
G:werniment, and the Supremacy of the Sovereign Power in all 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes, and the Extent of that Supremacy, Gran- 


ting him, I ſay, what he ſays in this ( excepting only in his- 


fed in any Regwlar, Orthodox, Chriſtian State without conlulting 


a Synod of Biſhops, unleſs in Caſes of capital Crimes, for which. 


the criminal Eshvp has forfeited his Eſtate and Life, and the 
Sovereign Power may proceed tO a Decouation, Which is a Dep. 
ion with a Witneſs, and that without conſulting a Sywd or 
Council) 1 ſhall only take notice of his Diſtinftion in his 
fourth Paragraph, Pag. 21. We muſt diſtmpuifh, fays he, be- 
tween an Eccleſiaſtical and Canonical Depeſition of a Biſhop for He- 
rey, or ther Eccleſiaſtica! Crimes , and a State Deprivation. The 
firſt, he ſays, concerns the Charatter, and Feelſieflical Commu. 
non; it is the Cen/ure of the Church, which concerns him as a 
Biſhop; and when it is ratified and confirmed, not only by a Pry 
wal, or National Syncd, but by a General Council, ſnch a de- 


foled 
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poſed Biſhop is 10 longer @ Biſhop of the Catbolick Church, and no 
Chrifian muſt commuaicate with him as a bijhop. Bu! a State 
Deprivatum does wot concern the Charatter;, ſuco a Man may be 
a Biſhop of the Catholick Church jtiil, of be « not /. under Church 
Cenſures, for Here/y or other Crimes ; but it On'y concerns the Ex- 
crci/e of his Ep,/copal Authority m any Dioceſe within the Don imons 
of that State, or enjoying any Eccleſraſtica! Benefice mn UNoacr 
the firſt Branch ot this DiltmCtion our Arhy 140%; tat Caic 
of St. Athanaſizs ; and the Caſe of our arprived bi ps UnGer 
the ſecond. 

I am ſorry that our Authcr, who, it fe-me, has 0d hiya elr 
to good Senſe, as well as to ancient Canms, ſhouly bo fo grolly 
out in his Hittory, For *cis notor! 18 tht Aarne Was 
not condemr'd or depogd for Hereſy, ir otliey keclelinitical 
Crimes ; the Charge again{t lum was not of that N.Ature. 
But the Arian Faction, being invetciate tlaters of Atharaſizes 
for his reſolute and conſtant adhering to the Crholck and 
Orthodox Faith, and vehemently and eti.Ctually oppoſing 
and baftling their Heteredox and Pernicious Optn.215, and 
Heretical DoCtrines and Politions, ( ard particular:y at the 
Council of Nice, where he gave a mighty Blow to thy groW- 
ing Hereſy, and woundcd even to D-ath ti.cir great G4/:2h, 
Arins, which was not forgot when he was advanc\l to tne 
Epiſcopal Throne ) contrived his Ruin, and to that end they 
accuſe him to the Emperor ( who, they knew, was ſenfibie 
that Athanaſius was Orthodox, and therefore thar *Iwas 1m 
vain to charge him with Here/y) for being a turou'e, mutt 
nous, fatt;ous Man, and a Diſturber of the Peace, ard OMer 1m- 
moraiitzes. The Emperor out of a uſt Ven. rac10n ard Dcile- 
rence for his Character ( the Crimes 121 ro his Charge not 
being Capital, which if they had, th.re won'd hire been 

#75 Life of anotner lort of F TOCeAUTre againur lim ; with: bs L18e Fraperor's 
&:. drbevaiil Dircctions to * Da!matius the Cenſor at Ant; <> to proceed 
:n Cave's Lives Ag410ſt him upon a Charge of Murti.r, Who accu ruing'y 
of the Fathers, gave him Notice to provide for his irval, but before rt.e 
Pd.2. p.77. Day came the Emperor Was latisfied that the Perivn, waom 

i ue 


p 


v 
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ke was accu&d by the Arians to have murther'd,” was ative) 


conver'd a Synod, to which he referd the Examination of 
Athanaſius's Caf, in which his implacable Enermes ( whoſe 


Malice and Revenge 


bigheſt degree ) being both (a) his Accuſers and Tudges, they 


was whetted and heightned ro the (4) Vid Pro» 


cetdings in 
the Synod at 


ſoon pronounc'd him guilty of the Crimes, Which he Was 5,,, 14p8. 


moſt (b) uniuitly charged with ; and fo 


trom the Epilc-pa! Charatter, but Furiſdittion, and the Reve- 
n1s of his Sec : Upon which the Emperor baniſiPd him. 


deposgd him, not 

or ; (b\ The Pro- 
ceedings a- 
gaintt Atha= 


; ; - 
naſius appear before the C uncil of Sardica to be 13thing but a Train of Malice and 


I'idany, 1. p.115, 

So that ſuch a Block-head as I am can- 
not ( whatever this Gznt!eman with h:s 
Lincens Eves, who has uſed him{c!f ſo much 
to good Senle, as well as to ancient Canuns, 
Can) fo eaſi.y perce;ve ſuch 4 wajt Difference 
berween the'e two Caſes, Were our deprivel 
Biſhops charged with , or condeimrd for 
Hereiy ? $) neither was St. A:haneſins. Are 
onr Bih'ps dep»{ed from thew Epiſcopal 
Charatler ? So nevher was St. Athanaſius. 
Are our Biſhops acciy'd of , anu depriv*d 
for an Ottence againſt the State? So Was 
St. Athanaſiuss Ate our Biſ.:0ps ac poſed 
from their Epiſcopal 7uriſd;&um, ard the 
Revenues of ther Sees ?! So was St. Athana- 
{ius. Are our deprived Biſhops thruſt out and 
ſuccceded by Eccl:fraſtical,Schimatical (c Tn- 
truders and U urpers? SO Was St. fthanaſius 
So that it dors not appear that there 1s fo 
vaſt a Difftrimce between theſe two Cales. 
2. e. 11 reſp-Ct of the Marter ard Nature 
of the Depoſition or Deprivation, notwith- 
ſtanding our Authors accurate [DiltirCtion. 
Indecd there is this Dittexence ( Which he 


(c ) Such: the $ardicen Council 
e:.cem d the Anti B;ſhops that were 
poſT. f>'d of St. Athanajins's Sce at 
Alexandria — Gregory is braided 
with this M-rck of Intamy ard Dete- 
ſtation, p.I 16. —but eſpccrally in paſ< 
ſnig Seritence 4)..49ſ{ Gregory the Are 
rian Intiid'r ae Alexandria , they 
fred a particular Deteſtation, pro- 
nouucing Lim not only to have been 
ns Biſhop, bit not worthy the Name 
of a Ch11, 141i." linig all Ordinations 


made by 1m, and fbidding ary to © 


bear thae Charat:rthat bad recers'd 
Orders frem 1m, 

George, the Catpadocian Monſter, 
(-S Nagrer.3en Calls him,) who ſuc= 
ceeded Gregory Was Cilown'd and 
dilccuntenarcd by all the Ortho» 
cox, Suffragan Biſhops and Clergy 
belonging to the Metropolitical See 
of Alexandria, was inftall'd by a 
n ilitary Guard, being indeed a Man 
ot Blood 3 had a bloody Entrance, a 
Þloody Contintance. and a bloody 
Exit. 1d, p.142, 143. and p. 174, 
173- | 

may 
0 
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may Call a vaff D:Fcrexce, if he pleaſes ) betwren theſe tws 


Caſes, in reſÞ2& ot the Manner of the Procedure. Athana- 
{ins had the Juſtice done him of being heard and try*!, and 


had Liberty co anſwer for himſelf : But o-ir Bijhops ar: Con- 


demr'd, ndicf4 cau/4, without a formal Procets, unheard, 
untry'd , and without Liberty to aniwer tor themſt:; ves. 
Atbanafius had the Honour and Deference paid to iis Chas 
racter, to have his Cale referr'd to, and ex: in a Spod, 
But our Bijhp* are &n/ynodically and wicancy:cally irpoted, and 
cenſurY, and condemwd by an illegal C-rven;iim Athana- 
ſus was cenſur'd and condemmn'd tor a \. rime, which { as 
*rwas ſuppoſed, though not proved ) he has commured : But 
our Biſhops were cenlurd and condemr*d not for 4 Crime 
paſt, but to come ; not for a Fault that they bad commurted, 
but for an Otfence which *cwas expefted they would be gui'ty 
of. Athanaſius liv'd under a more Arzitrary Goverr.mcnt, and 
was Subject to the Will of an abſolute Prince ; ( who vet al- 
low'd him the Favour cuſtomarily due to Chri/{;an biſhops ) 
But our deprived Biſhops have the Happineſs to hive in a King- 
dom, where they have a Right, in common wich others, to 
the Benefit of Magna Charta, which provides that no Engizh 
Subjeft ſhall loſe Life, Limb, -or Eitate tor any Olfence, un- 
leſs he is tryed by his Peers ; which is the inalienable Privie 
lege and Birth-Right of an Engliſh Subjeff, Which not a 
Lawyer in England will deny. But 


Video Mecliora proboque, 


Deteriora ſequer. 


[ am not, I thank God, either ſo Popiſh, or Fanatical as 
to deny that the Supreme Power has Authority or Turi/diction 
over Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, who are Subject, as well as the 
Laity, to the Laws of diſtributive Juſtice, and that both in 
reſpeCt of Rewards and Punihments. I will allow ( to uſe our 
Author's Words, Pag. 23.) the Supreme Power of a Nation to 


Ju#ge, who ſhall be Biſhops in their Dominions, and enjoy the Re- 


Venues 
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weuues of the Church, which are the Gift of the State ; but, by 
bis leave, not («ch @ Gift as is that of civil and military Ot- 
fices, of a Fudge or a Captain, which they are to hold ad p/a- 
citum, Or quam diu ſe bene peſſerint : but it is /uch @ Gif?, as 
when once given, and legally ſettled on the P=-rſon on whom 
it is beſtow'd, cannot be arbitrarily taken away at piealure ; 
it being for his Life, and as much his Free-ho!d, as any Land 
in England is the Purchaſers, who buys and pays for it. And 
then as for Punihments, there is no doubt bur that Eccleſia/?s- 
cal Perſons of what Degree or Figure ſoever they be, are un- 
der the Authority and furi/diftion of the State, who may in- 
{ict Puniſhments according to the demerits of the Offenders. 
If the Crime is Capital, the Eccleſiaſtical Perſon may be try'd, 
and ( if found Guilty) condemn'd in a Court of Juſtice by 
Criminal Judges, without a Synod or Council. But if it be 
an Offence againſt the State of a lefſer and more inferiour 
Nature (as was that of St. Arbansſins ) it has been uſial 
and cuſtomary, as I ſaid before, in Regular, Orthodox, Chri- 
{tian States ( | hope our Author will not infiit on the Initarce 
of the Parliamentary Depoſition and Deprivation of Biſhops, in 
purſuance of the Holy Covenant, in the late Civil Wars, or 
1 ather Rebellion, (if it will not offend our Author to call ic 
{© ) which was indeed a D2polition of Biſhops without a 
S;ned or Council, and which perhaps may be ſutably ranke 
under the ſecond Branch of his aforeſaid Diſtinftion of a 
State-Deprivation ) and that out of Deference to the Epiſcopal] 
Charatter, to conſult a Syed or Council in caſe of the Depo. 
ſition or Deprivation of Bithops from their Epiſcopal Juriſ. 
diction, and the Revenucs of their Sees. And though the great 
Kindneſs and Indulgence of Chriſtian Emperors to Biſhops, re. 
ſerving Cauſes ( but not all Cauſes, as our Autbor falſly ſpeaks, 
withont diſtinguiſhing between Otifences againſt the State, 
Sc. Witneſs the intended and appointed Tryal of Arhbanaſ/ius 
before Dalmatius the Cenſor at Antioch, as aforciaid, and his 
Examination before the Emperor upon a Charge of High 


Treaſon ) reſerving, | ſay, Cauſes relating to Biſhops ro the Cog- 19. p. 76. 
S 


WILANCE 


Tren. 2 Edit, 
v1.1 Appen= 
GX. Pag. 418. 


[ECT 


There is cer 


CY 


Ciurch Power to /o bigh a Peg, that it was thought to make per- 
petual Diſcord with the Common-wealth, could never thmk them- 
ſelwes free from [9 great an Incorvenience, null they bad melted 
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nizance of ther cn Syneds, was in proceſs of Time abuſed, 
and by Degrees grew into the Ommnipotent Power of the Biſhop 
of Rome ( as our Author ſpeaks, Pag. 26. ) which domineered 
over Emperors themſelves, and (et the Church avcve the State, yet 
tie abule oxghr not to aboliſh the uſe of that Which 1s ne- 
cellary, convement, and Jaudable. 

Burt our Aurhor ſeems to be one of them, who, out of their 
quſt Zeal againſt ihe Extravagantcits of thoſe who [crued up 


down all Spiritual Power into the Civil State, and ldiſſely'd the 


 Umc; ree 's 


1-4: a king Church mro the Commonwealth; to uſe the Words of the 
vt Emicty of Learned Dr. Stillmg fleet, Who, whatever might unadviſedly 
tne Mind, as drop from his Pen, in his Iremicum, derogatory to the Homeur, 
_— —kapns and Power, and Privilege of the Church ( which might owe 
no i It ſelf to his Juvenile Beat, and too long and familiar Con- 
tte ang Verſe with Eraſtian and Republican Principles,with Which per- 
pJiiuious haps his Mmd was * mebriated, Which made him ree! to dans. 
(11.1 1: cit gerons Extreamss ) Yet has honeſtly made Amends 1n his Ap- 
I .. pend;x, apologizing, for himſelf in a lucky Pazenthefis. : 
into 1. Which Hypotheſis, ſays he, s the only rational Foundation on 
nc contra. wheeb Epiſcopal Government in the Church dorb ſtand firm and 
ry -— 30 that wnſhak:n, and which in the former Diſcour|e I am far from under- 
waie they rurng of, as an mieligent Reader may perceive. Ard he 
© 4 90 mult bea very prelligent Read:r indeed that can perceive it, 
{mc And therefore ro expiare his Offence ( which was taken, if 

tad, they Not given ) and prevent all Miſtakes, and undeceive and 
141 140 theſe fully inform the lels diſcerming, intelligent Reader, he ſpeaks 
i trouen win in his rippendix (to which 1 will refer my Author for a 
Pol WRECT 6 er Anſwer to his accurate Diſt in{1on between an Ecceleſtaſti- 


a | & ; 
tis hofe bt Ch 


cal and a State-Deprivation, in Which perhaps, being the Au- 


4X # - LL. % 
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an\th-T: th. thority of a great Man, he may acquieice ; and for the fake 
1 4p 418. of my Reader, who may not have the Book, | will rr:in- 
ſ:Ct 1. 
F141, p. 418, 
ect. &, 


(cribe a few rema;kable Patiages) wherein he t: [.s you, 
That the Warld may ſee he has not beew more forward to aſſert - 
Jujb 


—_—_—_— oo n 


» - —— i 
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tuft Power of the Magiſtrate in Eccleſiaſticals, as well as Civils, 4 
than to defend the Fundamental Rights of 1he Church, be bas 
taken this Opportunity more fully to explain and vindicate that part 
of the Churches Power, which lies m reference to Ottenders ; 
and therefore endeavours to grue the Church ber due, as well as 
Crular bu, by making good 1his folowmg Principle or Hypothe- 
ſis, viz. That the Power of inflitimg Cen/ures upon Offenders m 11d. ſect. 3. 
a Chriſtian Church, is a Fundamental Right, reſulting from the 
Conſtitution of the Church, as a Society by Feſtus Chriſt ; and that 
the Seat of this Power is in thoſe Officers of the Church, who have 
derived their Power originally from the Founder of this Seciety, and 


af} by virtue of the Laws of it. 


In purſuance, and for the better Explanation of which 
Principle, he afſerts, and endeavours to demonſtrate, 

Firſt, That the Church is 4 peculiar Society mts own Natere, Ibid. p. 423. 
diſtin from the Common-wealth ; and that by reaſon of its Di- (ect. 19. 
wine Inſtitution, diftinct Officers, different Rights, and Ends, and 


peculiar Offences. 


Secondly, That the Power of the Church over its Members in tid. p 431 
caſe of Offences, doth not ariſe meerly from Confederation and Con- (cCt. 17. 
ſent, though u doth ſuppoſe it. Which Power, ſays he, may be 
conſider'd rwo ways, euher Firſt, as it implies the Right in ſome 
ef inflicting Cenſures , as Excommunication, Suſpenſion, De- 


poſition, or Deprivation of Eccle- 
ſiaftical * Officers, when there is juſt 
cauſe for it, Which are Ads of 
the Church, as ſuch, and pecu- 
liarly relating to Church- Power, 
ard not A&s of the State. Fer 
the Exerciſe and Auminiſtration of 
this Power, belongs net to the Body 
of the Soczety cenſider?d complexly, 

ut to the ſpecial Othcers and Go- 
yernors.of the. Church ( who like 
the Eyes to the Body, are the *'Ema- 
xem1, the Overicers of it ) none 


* For the L aity to ſuſpend or depoſe the Clergy is 
as prepofterous, as tor the Sheep to diſciplin the 
Shepberd. Even Nature tcaches us, that if the 
Shepberd offends, he muſt be cenſur'd by his 
Fellow-Sbepherds, and not by tbe Sheep. 

Even King James himſelf, as great n, TOE 
of Laberty and Property, and the Previleges of 
Seciety, as he was vogu'd to be, did not think 
it proper to reter the Cenſure. 5. e. the Srſpen- 
fon or Depr jvation of Ecclefiaſticks to the Cry;l 
Magsſtrate, or the Repreſentatrves of the Peop!e, 
but left it to Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners conhilt- 
ing of Biſhops. who were fitteſt to cenſure 
their Brethren. They ſay, It # a Diamond 
that muſt cut a Diamond. 


C a el/e 


- 
- +a 


Pag. 447. 


Pag 446. 
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elſe beire capable of exercifſorg this Power of the C kurch, as ſuch, 
but they on whom it 18 ſettled by the Foundet of the Church i; 
ſelf. Or, Secondly, as it implies m others, the Duty of ſiibmit- 
tivg to Cenſures inflicted. So that the Right of mfliciing Cen- 
lures doth net reſult meerly ex contcdecrata wicCiplina, the Pow cr 
being ſeurled upon the Church by Divine Inſtitution. 

1 hirdlv, That this Power of the Church doth cxtend to the Exe. 
cluſicn of Offenders from the Privileges of 1t. 

Fourthly, That the Fundamental Rights of the Church do net 
e'creat to the Common wealth, pen its bermg united cr mcorporated 
mio @ Chriſtian State. (Which Union © Incorporation, he ſays, 
w only accidental as to the Conſtitution of a Church) but the 
Power remains formally im the Church. Which Power, he ſays, 
x nt On.y a kind of Widows Eſtate, which belonged to it only du- 
ring its Separation from the Civil Power, but the Church z ab- 
ſolutely infecffed of ut as its perpetual Right, belonging to 1t 111 all 
Conditions whatſoever it ſhould be in ; as appears by rhe Tenure of 
it, and the Grounds on which it s conveyed, which being perpec- 
tral and untver(al, it frim thence appears that no ACCctlion to 


the Church can invalidate vt former Title. 


And then that Reverend Author concludes With this re- 
markable Pallage, That though the Magiſtrate hath the main 
Care of ordermg Things m the Church (that is, in reſpect of 
the Right of Supreme Management of this Power im an external 
way, Of Which be pives tour particular Initances ) yet ( rhe 
Magiſtrates Pier m the Church berg cumulative, and not PYie 
wvative ) the Church and ber Officers retam the Fundamental Right 
of inflicting Cenſures im Offe der s. 

What has been already fad 1s enough to anſwer what our 
Author does further vrge, Pag. 27. rouching the Authority 
which the Fewiſh Kings exerciſed ower therr High Prieſts, ( Con- 
c:rnng whom Pris very probable , and norhing appears to 
the Contrary, that they conſulted rhe Sanbedrim ) and pi rti- 


, cularly Solcmcn's depoſing Abiathar, and placing Zadeock in 


his ſtead. Let it be contiderd what Abathar's Crime was, 
Which { as appears by the Words he reCites) was no leſs 
than 


WE _ Tz rT. 
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than High Treaſon in following Adonijab to make him King, 
for which Sol9or, inſtead of taking away his Place, might 
have taken off his Head, he having torteited both his Eitate 
and Life, 

As to what he ſays, Pag. 27. about the changing the High- 
Prieft every Year ( though by the Inſt:tution of God it was for Life) 
when Judea W.H under the Government of the Romans, I con- 
ceive 1s nothing to the purpoie; ( the Fewiſh Polity and Go- 
vernment being dillolv?d, and rhat accorying to the Will of 
God, in purſuance of the ancient Prediction, ( Gen 49. 10.) 
and therefore no wonder that our Saver Was not Concern'd 
at it, nor found fau't with their Change either of their Hegh- 
Prieſts or Kings.) And as impertinent 1s his Inſtance, Pag 28. 
of the Grand Sipnior's makins and unmaking the Pairiarch of 
Conitantinopie at prea/are ( to Which he may add Of:vers 
depnſing of Biſhops, and depriving the Divines of the Church 
ot England, if he plcaſes, and (o joyn a Mahometau and an 
Uſurper ) notwithitanding what Dr. Sherlock ſays ( who, he 
tells us, in his Caſe of Allegiance took Notice of tis as 
marter of Fact, without enquiring into the Reaſons ) whoſe 
Authority is of as little Eſteem with me, as his own Princ:p/e; 
are with himſclt. 


There remains but one Thing more Which I ſhall take no- 
eice of, and that is what our Aarhor ſays, Pag. 29. The Truth 
x, favs he, the ſame Objections which are now made againſt the 
Promotion of theſe new Biſhops, are equally ſtrong, and as eagerly 
wryd at this Day by the Papifts agamſt our firſt Reformers : For 
they were promned to Brſbopricks, while the former Popiſh Biſhops 
were liv'ng, and not canonically depoſed by any Att of the Church, 
but only by the Authority of the State. 

To rhis | antwer, That the Popsſh Biſhops in the Beginning 
of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ( to which I preſume he re- 7;d. Fex Book 
fers) were ſummon'd by the Queen to mect in an Allemdly of Martyrs, 
of Divines Conver'd at Weſtminſter, to diſpute and debate Vol- 3: 
about Matters of Religion, in order to the Settlement o ae: 

Church. 


mg the only Recompence he can now mak-. 
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Church. But the Popyh Biſhops were Contumacious, and mu- 
tinous in the Aſlembly, and Diitturbers of the Peace, and 
would not pay Obedience to the Queens Orders and Di. 
rections about the Method of the ſaid Diſputation and De- 
bate. So that the Allembly was ford to br-ak up withour 
proſecuting or promoting the p'ous Ends for which they mcr. 
For which contumacy and Ditob=dience they fell under the 
Queens Diſpleaſure , +1 were committed to Priſon 3; but 
were not depogd, or geprivd of their Biſh»pricks by any 
Act of the State. Somerime afrer a Parhament was call, 


and Matrers of Religion and the Government of the Church 


ſettled, and the Rowih Worſhip aboliſhed. But the Pop:/l 
Biſhops would nat qualifie themſelves to hold their Biſhop- 
ricks, but utterly refus'd to ſubſcribe to, or comply with 
the Conſtitution of the Church of England, as by Law clita bliſh- 
ed. Which is far wide from the Caſe of our deyrived Biſnop;. 
What Contumacy, or mutinous Behaviour, or Diſobedience 
were they guilty of? Were they not ſufficiently qualiticd to 
hold their Biſhopricks according to the Comſtituriomm of the 
Church of England? Were they Oppugners of the Dottrme, 
Diſcipline, or Government of it ? On the contrary, Have they 
not been, and are they not ſtill zealous and conſtant Aller- 
tors and Maintainers of it ? For which they ſutter, and for 
which in time they will have their Reward, if not in this 
Warld, yet in that to come ; when their Adver/aries, without 
Repentance, will receive the Reward of their vt fg. 

Our Author concludes with defiring his Friend to perſuade 
Dr. B — 16 repent, and puclickly 10 own his Miſt ake. 
Perhaps the Door has preventcd lim, and has repented ano- 
ther way, and does not think fit now to repent of his Repen. 
tance (which *tis only to be wift”d he would make as pub- 
lick as his Error) which may not be t90 late to do him/elf good, be- 


( 21) 
Thus, Sir, begging your Pardon for the 
Trouble of this Paper, which may ſerve a 


little to divert you in the Country, inſtead 
of better Entertainment, I reſt, 


S I R, 
Lond. Tune 10. 
I691, 


Four humble Servans. 


